
 

T R i O  T I D B I T S  
S t u d e n t  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  

The Second Annual TRiO 

Achievers Gala will be 

held Friday, April 25th at 

the Center for Creativity 

Event Hall on the Metro 

Campus. This event recog-

nizes TRiO SSS students 

and graduates for their out-

standing academic achieve-

ments for the 2013-2014 

academic year. In addition 

to student awards and 

recognitions, the event in-

cludes a special guest 

speaker with a motivational 

message. This year’s guest 

speaker, Ms. Elena Pa-

dilla,  is a TRiO SSS 

Alumna with an inspira-

tional and engaging story.  

Ms. Elena Padilla was born 

in Dallas, TX. She was first 

introduced to TRiO by her 

mother while preparing to 

attend St. Gregory’s Uni-

versity. She completed her 

senior year at Bishop 

Lynch High School in 

2005. Ms. Padilla then 

went on to be the second 

grandchild to attend col-

lege, arriving at St. Grego-

ry's University to pursue 

of California to allow her 

soul searching.  

After completing her gradu-

ate work, Ms. Padilla quickly 

resumed helping others work-

ing as a part-time art teacher 

with children, 1 ½-5 years 

old. Currently she is a teach-

er’s assistant for an elemen-

tary school close to where 

she grew up. In the future she 

will complete the appropriate 

testing to gain her Marital 

Family Therapy and Art 

Therapy license. Her highest 

hopes are to act as a guide for 

those in the hospital setting. 

Plan to attend this celebration 

as we bring this semester to a 

close.   

her passion in Art Therapy; 

where she graduated in 2009 

with a Bachelor's degree in 

Humanities with an emphasis 

in Art Therapy. Ms. Padilla 

participated in many educa-

tional activities through her 

involvement with the SSS 

Program at SGU. She re-

ceived the TRiO Achiever of 

the Year award in 2007.  

Upon graduation from SGU, 

Ms. Padilla went to graduate 

school to continue her pas-

sion in Art Therapy. She 

completed her dual Master’s 

degree Marital Family Thera-

py and Art Therapy at Notre 

Dame de Namur in Belmont, 

California in 2012. Through-

out her graduate coursework, 

Ms. Padilla took on the pace 
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day was devoted to students.  

Much encouragement came 

from speakers previously in 

TRiO programs; as well as 

those who held a political 

office.  

In addition, Sheila was 

greatly moved by the vari-

ous speakers and the oppor-

tunity to shake hands with 

several of the representa-

tives.  She noted that the 

keynote speaker, Mr. Corey 

Taylor, an Emmy Award 

winner and former Upward 

Bound Director, stated “if 

your education is going to 

happen, it is your responsi-

bility.”  Another point made 

by Mr. Taylor was 

“Education is freedom and 

an equalizer.”  These words 

have inspired Sheila to con-

tinue to fight for her educa-

tion and the freedom that 

comes with it. 

Upon completion of the 

events at the capital, the 

students and staff went to 

the National Cowboy and 

Western Heritage Museum 

for a buffet lunch.  The stu-

dents enjoyed spending time 

with their fellow TRiO SSS 

students.   

Our program is looking for-

ward to the next 50 years of 

fulfilling the dreams of our 

students to complete their 

education and establishing a 

foundation for their future. 

TRiO Student Support 

Services students and staff 

attended the Oklahoma 

TRiO Day 2014 at the Ok-

lahoma State Capital on 

February 12th.  It was a 

special day as the TRiO 

programs celebrated fifty 

years of fulfilling educa-

tional dreams with the 

birth of the TRiO pro-

grams in 1964.  

The program took place on 

the floor of the House of 

Representatives and stu-

dents had the opportunity 

to visit with several of the 

State Representatives.  As 

the events began, the stu-

dents were honored to find 

that our Tulsa Community 

College President, Dr. 

Tom McKeon, presented 

the official greetings.  The 

morning was filled with 

the presentation of colors 

and national anthem fol-

lowed by various speakers 

from State Representatives 

to testimonials from TRiO 

students throughout Oklaho-

ma. 

Shay Ramos, one of our own 

TRiO students, stated “The 

trip to the Oklahoma TRiO 

Day was quite an eye opener 

to exactly how big the TRiO 

program actually is and the 

various programs that it en-

compasses.  I also enjoyed 

being able to see the outside 

and inside of the State Capi-

tal building.”  Shay felt that it 

was an honor to be in the 

House of Representatives and 

to view where our laws are 

made. 

Sheila Ott, another student 

from the TCC TRiO SSS 

program, stated “As a new 

member of the TRiO pro-

gram at TCC, I was pleasant-

ly surprised to learn that this 

You have brains in 

your head. 

You have feet in your 

shoes. 

You can steer yourself 

Any direction you 

choose. 

You’re on your own. 

And  

you know what you 

know. 

And YOU are the guy 

who’ll 

decide where to go.

 You’ll get 

mixed up, 

of course, as you 

already know. 

You’ll get mixed up 

with 

many strange birds as 

you go. 

So be sure when you 

step. 

Step with care and 

great 

tact and remember that 

Life’s A Great 

Balancing Act. And 

will you succeed? 

Yes! You will, indeed! 

(98 and ¾ percent 

guaranteed.) 

KID, YOU’LL MOVE  

MOUNTAINS! 

Dr. Seuss 
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T h e  b ra in  i s  l i ke  a  mu sc le .  W he n  i t  i s  in  u se  we  

f e e l  ve r y  good .  U nde r s t and in g  i s  j oyous .  

Ca r l  Sa gan  

As the end of the spring semester approaches, I want to thank the 

TRiO Student Association Officers for their dedication to the organiza-

tion this academic year. They faced significant challenges, but they 

persevered and still have big plans for the end of the semester.  

With the future in mind, I would also like to inform students that we will 
be accepting nominations for 2014-2015 TSA Officers in the coming 
weeks. I highly encourage students interested in leadership roles on 
campus to review the information we will be posting. This experience 
is priceless as it can give you great insight on your leadership skills 
and bolster your profile.  Please feel free to contact me at fernan-
do.rodriguez@tulsacc.edu  if you have any questions.  
 
The TRiO Student Association will be volunteering with Habitat for Hu-
manity on April 12th from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m.  Students who want to 
volunteer at this event need to register in the TRiO SSS Office 
(MC1020) by Monday, April 7th. 

TSA Update by Fernando Rodriguez 

“You've gotta dance 

like there's nobody 

watching, 

 

Love like you'll never 

be hurt, 

 

Sing like there's no-

body listening, 

 

And live like it's heav-

en on earth.”  

― William W.        

Purkey  

mailto:fernando.rodriguez@tulsacc.e
mailto:fernando.rodriguez@tulsacc.e


TCC Ca l e n d a r o f  Ev e nt s  

March 24 Summer 14 and Fall 14 Enrollment is Open 

Apr. 11 Last day to change from Credit to Audit and last 

  day to withdraw with “W” (16 Week Class) 

May 5-11 Finals Week, semester ends (May 11) 

May 9  Commencement Ceremony 

May 12 Ten hour days begin, Campus closed on Fridays 

May 26 Memorial Day—TCC Campus Closed 

June 2  Summer Classes Begin 

June 2-8 100% Refund for Summer Drop(s) 

Metro Campus 

909 South Boston Avenue 

Room 1020 

Tulsa, OK 74119 

Phone: (918) 595-8970 

Fax: (918) 595-8972 

Email: triosss@tulsacc.edu 

Ginelle Gordon              

ginelle.gordon@tulsacc.edu 

Matt Hopkins                  

matt.hopkins@tulsacc.edu 

Fernando Rodriguez       

fernando.rodriguez@tulsacc.edu 

Andrea Peverley            

andrea.peverley@tulsacc.edu 

T Ri O  S SS  C a l e nda r o f  Ev e nt s  

 

Apr. 7  TRiO Student Association Meeting  

  1:00 p.m.—MSU 210 

Apr. 11 Tulsa Zoo  11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

  No Cost—Please Sign up in the Learning Center  

Apr. 12 Habitat for Humanity   12:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

Apr. 21 TRiO Student Association Meeting  

  1:00 p.m.—MSU 210 

Apr. 25  TRiO Achievers Gala 

  Center for Creativity Event Hall  - Metro Campus 

  6:30 p.m.  Please RSVP by April 10th 

May 5  TRiO Student Association Meeting  

  1:00 p.m.—MSU 210 

 

 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND 

2nd Annual TRiO Achievers Gala 

Friday, April 25, 2014     6:30 pm 

RSVP’s due by April 10th 


